PRESS RELEASE:  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 





NORTHLAND BARBERSHOP CHORUS PRESENTS: 





“AS THE WORLD CHURNS”:  A VERY DAIRY BARBERSHOP MELODRAMA!








What’s all the commotion?  The NORTHLAND BARBERSHOP CHORUS  of the Sault Ontario Chapter of SPEBSQSA - Society for the Preservation and Encouragement of Barbershop Quartet Singing in America - is proud to announce its 38TH ANNUAL SHOW  will be presented Saturday, April 06th, 2002.  The show starts at 8:00 p.m. at the Kiwanis Community Theatre Centre and is entitled: “AS THE WORLD CHURNS”:  A VERY DAIRY BARBERSHOP MELODRAMA!





The 40-man chorus will present songs in traditional four-part barbershop harmony within the context of an original play co-written by chorus members Bob Shami & Steve Patterson, in collaboration with Sue Barber & Harry Houston, two theatre-community veterans.  Houston will also handle stage direction, while Barber will provide piano accompaniment.  The play is a rollicking, good old-fashioned melodrama, a style with which Houston is quite familiar.  He’s directed several melodramas for various local theatre troupes. The setting is a family dairy farm in Bar River, with local references and bad puns the order of the day.  The standard characters will all be there:  the brave hero Beau Vine (STEVE PATTERSON), his loyal but dim friend Mookie Whey (KEVIN COLLAR), the woeful widow Elsie-Sue MacDonald (CARRIE APOSTLE), her sweet daughter Beatrice (ANGELA DUNCAN), and of course, the nasty villain Fester Finch (SHANE HALPIN). With audience boos, hisses and cheers, an experienced cast, great barbershop harmony and every dairy pun known, the result should be ‘udder’ madness.  We’ll milk it for all it’s worth!  Expect great music & great family fun! 





The  NORTHLAND CHORUS, under the direction of BOB SHAMI  and BILL WEBB will be joined by the mixed voice, local family quartet:  RELATIVE HARMONY . 





The Chorus is privileged to have as their special guests, a quartet that captured the 2001 “Johnny Appleseed District” Quartet Championship in only their 2nd public performance as a quartet!  Wow!  They will compete next in Portland, Oregon at the upcoming International Quartet Competition, the premiere showcase for a cappella quartets presided over by SPEBSQSA.  Hailing from Ohio, they are: MATRIX.   Though a brand new quartet, they have quite a pedigree!  Two of these men sang with 1995 World Champs, Marquis, and a third sang with 1994 Champs, Joker’s Wild.  Both quartets have appeared on our stage in previous Annual Shows.  





This show is quickly losing its status as the Sault’s best kept musical and theatrical secret.  Want proof?  Last year’s show was nearly a sellout!  Come find out why!  Tickets at $16.00 ($11.00 U.S.) are available at the Theatre Centre Box Office in Station Mall, Boutique Studio in Churchill Plaza or from any member.  In Soo Michigan, see Mackie-Bennett Jewelers.  Tickets may also be available at the door on the night of the show. 





As always, a major portion of the proceeds will go to support local speech therapy programs at the Speech and Language Pathology Unit at the Sault Area Hospitals.  Our motto, and that of barb
