PRESS RELEASE:  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 





NORTHLAND BARBERSHOP CHORUS PRESENTS: 





SING…FOR HEAVEN’S SAKE!








What’s all the commotion?  The NORTHLAND BARBERSHOP CHORUS  of the Sault Ontario Chapter of SPEBSQSA - Society for the Preservation and Encouragement of Barbershop Quartet Singing in America - is proud to announce its 37TH ANNUAL SHOW  will be presented Saturday, April 07th, 2001.  The show starts at 8:00 p.m. at the Kiwanis Community Theatre Centre and is entitled: SING…FOR HEAVEN’S SAKE!





The 40-man chorus will present songs in traditional four-part barbershop harmony within the context of an original play co-written by chorus members Bill Webb, Stephen Patterson and Bob Shami.  The play borrows its theme from the classic movie “It’s a Wonderful Life”, but with a musical twist.  In that movie, George Bailey rashly wished he had never lived.  It took Clarence the Angel to show him how this decision affected him and so many others around him.  In this story, it’s Chorus member Bill Bailey (AUBREY FALLS) who just wants to simplify his too-busy life.  Something has to go.  Like his counterpart George, our Bill makes a wish resulting in unforeseen consequences:  he wishes, not that he had never lived, but that he had never sung.  It’s up to Charlie Angel (GREG HUTTON) to show Bill Bailey that he has taken singing and music for granted.   He learns that without music, life may be forever changed -- diminished in ways one cannot predict or even imagine.   





The  NORTHLAND CHORUS, under the direction of BOB SHAMI , LOYAL BEGGS and BILL WEBB will be joined by Chapter quartet: GOOD INTENTIONS,  who will be making their Annual Show debut . 





The Chorus is privileged to have as their special guests a quartet that was the 2000 4th Place Medalist at last summer’s International Quartet Competition, the premiere showcase for a cappella quartets presided over by SPEBSQSA.  Hailing from Ohio, they are: UPTOWN SOUND, one of the Society’s most sought-after quartets. 


Also appearing will be CAMEO, a quartet from Richmond High School in Richmond, Michigan.  They won 2nd place medals at their regional “Young Women In Harmony” competition, a barbershop quartet contest for young women aged 19 and under.  What better spokespersons for the notion that singing is for everyone, at any age!





This show is quickly losing its status as the Sault’s best kept musical and theatrical secret.  Want proof?  Last year’s show was nearly a sellout!  Come find out why!  Tickets at $16.00 ($11.00 U.S.) are available at the Theatre Centre Box Office in Station Mall, Boutique Studio in Churchill Plaza or from any member.  In Soo Michigan, see Mackie-Bennett Jewelers.  Tickets may also be available at the door on the night of the show. 





As always, a major portion of the proceeds will go to support local speech therapy programs at the Speech and Language Pathology Unit at the Sault Area Hospitals.  Our motto, and that of barbershoppers everywhere:


“We Sing … That They Shall Speak”





Bob Shami:  Music Director and Publicity Chairman


Home Phone:  (705)-253-9574   


Work Phone:  (705)-254-7373  E-mail:  shami@northern-breweries.com





